Formaldehyde Standard Operating Protocol
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At this moment, this laboratory holds inventory of formaldehyde with no immediate plan for using it. Two past applications have been silver staining of gels and methylation of lysines.
Formaldehyde is one of California’s Regulated Carcinogens (see www.dir.ca.gov/Title8/5217.html). The regulations are about minimizing inhalation of formaldehyde. Use of formaldehyde in our laboratory would result in “short term exposure,” which the State limits to 2ppm average for 15 minutes.

To handle formaldehyde with minimal exposure:
1. Carry to a fume hood a tube rack, and a tube (1.5 or 15 ml). Carry to the fume hood the formaldehyde bottle.

2. You must wear a lab coat, closed shoes, eye protection, long pants, nitrile gloves.

3. Pour a minimal volume of formaldehyde into the tube.

4. When there are no more drips on the exterior of the tube, close the cap. Take everything back out of the fume hood, and return the formaldehyde to its storage spot in its secondary container.

5. At the lab bench, open the tube barely long enough to remove what you need with a pipet. 

